= Tumor Markers

Tumor markers are substances, often proteins, which are produced by the cancer tissue itself or sometimes by the body in
response to a cancer growth. Because some of these substances can be detected ... See more

Tumor Indicators

Tumor markers are substances that are produced by cancer or by other cells of the body in response to cancer or certain benign
(noncancerous) conditions. Most tumor markers are made by normal cells as well as by cancer cells; however, they are produced
at much higher levels in cancerous conditions. These substances can be found in the blood, urine, stool, tumor tissue, or other
tissues or bodily fluids of some patients with cancer. Most tumor markers are proteins. However, more recently, patterns of gene
expression and changes to DNA have also begun to be used as tumor markers. Markers of the latter type are assessed in tumor
tissue specifically. There are some limitations to the use of tumor markers. Sometimes, noncancerous conditions can cause the
levels of certain tumor markers to increase. In addition, not everyone with a particular type of cancer will have a higher level of a
tumor marker associated with that cancer. Moreover, tumor markers have not been identified for every type of cancer.
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