= Tumor Markers i

Tumor markers are substances, often proteins, which are produced by the cancer tissue itself or sometimes by the body in
response to a cancer growth. Because some of these substances can be detected .. See more

Established Tumor Indicators

Screen. Because most tumor markers are not sensitive or specific enough, these tests are not well suited for screening the
general population; however, a few may be used to screen people who are at high risk because they have a strong family history
or specific risk factors for a particular cancer.
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AFP is used as a tumor marker to help
detect and diagnose cancers of the
liver, testes, and ovaries. Though the
test is often ordered to monitor people
with chronic liver diseases such as
cirrhosis, chronic ... See more
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An AFP-L3% is sometimes also ordered
to compare the amount of the AFP
variant called AFP-L3 to the total
amount of AFP. The test is used to h;e,ga
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involves DNA-coupled antibodies and dye labeled antibodies,
which react with proteins in liquid phase within the
microchannels. Both analytes are quantified using
laser-induced fluorescence. Instrument and associated

reagents are supplied by Wako Diagnostics Richmond, VA, USA.

Patients with elevated AFP-L3% values (>=10%) have been
shown to have an increased risk of developing hepatocellular
carcinoma (HCC). In a selected group of patients, the risk
of developing HCC was 48.8% with an elevated AFP-L3% and was
7.0% with a negative AFP-L3% result.

Limitations of Procedure:

1. The AFP-L3% value is not calculated when the AFP-L3
concentration is below 0.3 ng/mL. In such cases the AFP-L3%
result field will indicate "NO VALUE DETERMINED" 2.
Heterophilic antibodies in human serum can react with the
immunoglobulins included in the assay components causing
interference with in vitro immunoassays. Samples from
patients routinely exposed to animals or animal serum
products can demonstrate this type of interference and can
potentially cause an anomalous result. The Wako uTAS System
has been formulated to minimize the risk of the
interference; however, potential interactions between rare
sera and ingredients can occur. 3. For diagnostic purposes,
the results obtained from this assay should always be used
and interpreted in conjunction with clinical examination,
patient medical history, and other findings. 4. Pregnancy
can cause high values of AFP-13% and AFP is not
interpretable in pregnant females. 5. AFP producing tumors
other than HCC can show high values of AFP-1L3% and AFP. 6.
Samples from patients having acute hepatitis and fulminant
hepatitis can show high values of AFP-13% and AFP. 7. It is
recommended that this assay be used in conjunction with
imaging studies for clinical diagnosis. 8. Liver diseases
caused by other etiolegies such as alcoholie liver disease,
hemachromatosis, Wilson's disease, autoimmune hepatitis and
steatohepatisis have not been studied with the assay. 9. The
assay is linear for AFP concentration of 0.3 to 1000 ng/mL.
10. Values obtained with different assay methods or kits

cannot be used interchangeably.



